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Scott 


Skaar, Grace 
THE VERY LITTLE DOG $1.00 

At the level of understanding and interest of the very youngest listener, here 
is a story of growing bigger, by the author-artist of All About Cats, Cats, Cats, and 
All About Dogs, Dogs, Dogs. Without moralizing, she has gently suggested that the things 
the little dog did, like drinking his milk, taking his nap, staying out of the rain- yes, 
even doing some naughty things, were part and parcel of his growing from a very little 
dog to a big dog with a big bark. Adroit use of varying sizes of type- simple, bold line 
and two color pictures - make this an easy book for a two to four year old to follow. 
Very heavy board binding; sturdily stitched. (Publ.) 


Webber, Irma E. Soott 
IT LOOKS LIKE THIS $1.00 


* This is sub-titled 4 Point of View Book and the level of interest lies on the 
margin between Picture Story books and Books to Read Aloud. Certainly it has to be used 
by an adult with a fairly advanced four to six year old. It is an interesting idea and 
in simple and conorete terms presents a basic principle. Four mice live in four parts of 
the barn and see the other occupants of the barn from four angles,- front, side, rear and 
top. Front mouse is sure his view is right; side mouse is convinced his is right; back 
mouse thinks there is no other view; and high mouse is certain they are all wrong. Then 
comes the cat, and they happen to be together and see the cat from each angle, and learn 
that it all depends on how they look at it. The sketches are just such sketches as might 
be drawn on the blackboard, and an entertaining and lively story teaches an important 
concept. Heavy boards. (9/12) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Barnhart, Nanoy~/d. Scribner 
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD $4.50 


A truly distinguished book in format and content, in a retelling of 17 stories 
from the Old Testament - and a simplified and shortened version of the Gospel story. 
(References, chapter by chapter, to the King James version make this an introduction to 
Bible readings). The text is done in modern language, reverently, and with the rhythms 
of the Bible texts, and at intervals inclusions of actual passages. The illustrations, 
made by the author-artist on a visit to the Holy Land, are in bold black and white, almost 
wood cut technique, and have captured the feel of an abiding people and the continuity of 
the land that gave them birth. Decorative and descriptive, they make an ideal accompani- 
ment to the text. A handsome format - bound in blue cloth, stamped in gold; beautiful 
typography, wide margins for the marginal drawings. A perfect holiday gift book. (9/12) 


Smith, Helen R. Scribner 
LAUGHING MATTER $2.50 


A selection of humorous stories for younger children than the Wiggin or Fenner 
collections. There's some folk lore, some verse, incidents from books, short stories,and 
so on. The authors range from the contemporary writers such as Eleanor Estes and Margery 
Bianco, to classic writers such as Rudyard Kipling, Lucretia Hale, Lewis Carroll. Good 
story hour material. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. (Oct.) 
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Dickens, Charles Warne 
CAPTAIN BOLDHEART Each $2.00 
MRS. ORANGE 


Two parts of what is known as Holiday Romance - actually, for young Americans 
each is a story unto itself, purporting to be told by a child for other children. CAPTAIN 
BOLDHEART is a fantastic version of penny dreadfuls of the era of Charles Dickens, and it 
has all the ingredients of a pirate yarn that todays comic addicts crave, plus an ironic 
fate for the Latin-Grammar-Master, which is a bit too English for our youngsters.....A 
better tale, in this reader's estimation, is the beguiling MRS. ORANGE, where the “chil- 
dren” are adults with chiefly nuisance value, who are sent to school for their sins and 
punished (and retort in like vein). Mrs. Orange and Mrs. Lemon are typical of small 
girls playing grown up, and their conversation is delightful. Very amusing and delight- 
fully satirical for adult double reading. Sherriffs' illustrations in color throughout 
are in key with the texts. Perhaps carriage trade market with a bit of sophistication, 
but fun. (Publ.) 


Frost, Frances Whittlesey 
Roger Duvoisin-J/1. THE LITTLE WHISTLER $2.00 





* Here's a group of original poems that have a thoroughly child-like quality, an 
expectancy, a matter-of-factness, that lend the charm and appeal sufficient to override 
the hurdle most such volumes face. The average parent, unfortunately, feels that if their 
children are exposed to the old standbys, their responsibility is over; some schools and 
some librarians manage to inject a new note now and again. But many worthy volumes are 
@lmost still-born. Don't let that happen here. The Duvoisin pictures people the book 
with strutting, whistling small boys, dancing rabbits, foxes and all the other beguiling 
things the verses deal with. Reproduced in 3-colors. Cloth. (9/12) 


EASY READING 


Tousey, Sanford Whitman 
KIT CARSON $1.50 


Dependable merchandise, similar to others by this author-artist who seems to 
have found a formula that appeals. Here is fictional biography of a favorite hero, ina 
text that- to the discriminating reader- seems flat and uninspired, while the illustra- 
tions are florid and over dramatic. The story follows the birth and early life, the var- 
ious jobs Carson did, his adventures,- fights with Indians, guiding the Fremont expedition, 
and so on. Somehow with the richness of his source material, Tousey should have been able 
to make a more lively story. But he has his market. Cloth. Reenforced. (Publ.) 


FICTION- Eight to Eleven 


Gebaroff, Ara Jennings Caxton 
| STEFANIE WAS THE GOOD ONE $2.50 


Disappointing from start to finish, particularly as the theme is an important 
one, which misses fire. It is a story of a little Polish-American girl, and the troubles 
she and her family experience in being accepted as good Americans. There are nice bits 
about Polish customs, brought from the old world. But the story on the whole fails to 


make for better understanding, the characters are wooden, the situations artificial. (Fe}1) 
/ 30 | 
Rushmore, Helen Harcourt, Brace | 
THE LOST TREASURE BOX $2.00 


Third and fourth grade readers who have just "discovered" mysteries will find 
this rather mild family mystery story to their liking. And the fact that the three chil- 
dren are orphans, ll-year old twins and a small brother, come to spend some time with un- 
known relatives, makes the start of the book one that captures the imagination. The diary 
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of @ great-grandmother tells of a secret drawer in the old Crosby family homestead with 
spooky rooms and old furniture - and eventually it is found and the children’s visit ends 
happily in adoption. Competent enough in the telling, but similar to many predecessors. 
Lively line drawings by Louis Glanzman. Good type and vocabulary for easy reading. (9/22) 


Brooks, Walter R. Knopf 
FREDDY PLAYS FOOTBALL $2.50 


Another freddy story - and that is probably all the introduction it requires. 
But this one finds Freddy in a double role,- detective as usual (this time saving the 
Beans from an imposter)- and football hero, accepted by the community, who are used to 
him, but disputed violently by the opposing team, to whom he brings defeat. Fairly far 
fetched yarn, but the Freddy addicts are insatiable and uncritical. (9/19) 


Dawson, Mitchell Viking 
THE MAGIC FIRECRACKERS $2.50 


* A magic story with enough realism and enough adventure to appeal to the most 
hard-boiled of youngsters..A boy is sitting on the back steps of a mid-west farmhouse, on 
a June dey in 1878. He was doing what lots of boys do- wishing for something exciting to 
happen. Then down the road came Uncle Dick, Aunt Louise and retinue of Chinese servants 
and things began to happen fast. Most wonderful of all were the 600 year old magic fire- 
crackers. Each night, when Uncle Dick set them off for Greg and his chum, amazing figures 
of old China would be freed, and grant a wish to one of the boys. They were odd wishes 
and they came true in odd ways to make an unusual, original and entertaining story, often 
very funny, and with just enough magic to make it mysteriously exciting. Illustrated by 


Kurt Wiese. (10/21) 


For Etght to:Eleven- NON FICTION 


Strong, Joanna & — Hart 
Leonard, Tom B.- “ds BIG BOOK OF LAUGHS $1.00 


A big peper bound book like the other Hart publications, but in content differ- 
ent. It isn’t a game and puzzle book. It is a book of gags and puns, limericks and ton- 
gue twisters, riddles, wisecracks and boners. There's a section of humorous stories and 
verse. Some-unfortunately- are in questionable taste (beer parlor humor is not juvenile), 
some 8 trifle acid. But there's much for entertainment on a dull day. Market same as 
this publisher's Treasury of Laughs (last year). 


Shippen, Katherine Harper 
MOSES $2.50. 


The story of the Exodus - not of Moses, prince of Egypt- but a story of a great 
leader, his singleness of purpose, his sense of dedication. Life in those distant times 
and far away places is made readable, and the Old Testament facts are woven into a closely 
knit tale of a man and his people and the God they worshipped. Probable explanations of 
the “miracles” are found in natural physical phenomena, and Moses seized each opportunity 
as it was offered to strengthen his people's flagging faith, to impel the Pharoah to grant 
their release. One of the world's great stories, well told. (10/19) 


Le Sueur, Meridel 7 Knopf 
NANCY HANKS OF WILDERNESS ROAD $2.50 


This story of Lincoln's mother has in it the feel of the wilderness, the front- 
ier that was his background, the richness of the relationship- too soon ended- between 
Nancy Hanks Lincoln and her small son - and a realistic, vigorous portrait of his father. 
So much to the good. To the good, also, is the saga quality in the telling, though now 
and again there's a repetitiveness characteristic of folk legends that results in a sense 
of indirection, confusion. What I take exception to, however, is the acceptance of the 
role of Nancy Hanks’ mother, as “the talk of the town", of Nancy as a fatherless, nameless 
child. (9/19) 
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Rosenblum, Marcus Simon & Schuster 
THE STORY OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT $1.50 


A first life of the man who was the only president most of our young people knew, 
up to four and a half years ago. The story of his boyhood and education, of his life as 
& husband and father, of his political career in terms simple enough for ten and eleven 
year olds to understand. A general impression of his greatness, his understanding, his 
achievements, his goals - a fair, sane picture of a great American. The format of the 
book is very appealing,- photographs and original drawings by Frances Ball, excellent 
typography, board binding. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Andrews, F. Emerson Harper 
FOR CHARLEMAGNE $2.50 


* For those in the early teens with a passion for history and a yen still for knights 
in armor and the romance of the Middle Ages, this tale is a thrilling one. The times are 
the times of Charles, later kmown as Charlemagne, progressive king of a European kingdom, 
great warrior, great statesman. And the central figure is young Sigmund of Fulda, a 
Frank, whose first contact with his king was.as student in the palace school. Later he 
serves him in battle, using there the logic, the learning taught in the unheroic atmo- 
sphere of the schoolroom. The sights, the sounds, the dangers of life in those days, 
permeate the whole exciting story, woven into its rich fabric, tight action. The siege 
of a city, a spying mission, a true villain (the king's own son)- these are elements in 
a tale that makes history absorbing reading. (Oct.) 


Means, Florence Cran Houghton, Mifflin 
THE HOUSE UNDER THE HILL $2.50 


A good story, irrespective of the implications of problem adjustments of minorities 
with which many of Florence Means’ stories are associated. That aspect of the story of 
16-year old Elena, Spanish-American girl living in a hill town of New Mexico, is played 
down, while her growing pains, her longing to be free of the restraints of school, the 
sameness of the village round, the sharp eyes of her grandmother, are motive power to the 
story. She had wanted to get away to a big city, to get a job near her older brother, and 
his friend who treated her like a child. But her grandmother's accident kept her home, 
and she began to look around and see what she could do in El Mirador. She organized the 
first clinic. She learned about other people's troubles. Sometimes she failed; often 
she succeeded. Her story is as gay, as moody, as eager by turns as Elena herself. The 
author writes out of first hand knowledge of the idiom and viewpoint of the people. (Oct. ) 


Knight, Clayton Knopf 
SKYROAD TO MYSTERY $2.50 


High adventure, competently told, but somehow more contrived than its predecessors, 
Quest of the Golden Condor and Secret of the Burted Tomb. Once again the Gregory'’s, sons 
of an archeologist father, are deep in mysterious goings on, which involve a world freight 
service by air, the F.B.I., a Communist spy ring, a roll of microfilm hidden in an odori- 
ferous cheese, and so on Pepe is operating his own air service; Ronnie, on vacation, 
wangles his way on the South American flight which proves to be the exciting climax to a 
series of events. Its glamorous, but pretty slick, though that wont interfere with ab- 
sorbed interest of adventure-minded readers, who may even be weaned from the comics’ 
blood and thunder. One questions the deliberate build-up of attention on pending enmity 
between Communists and the Western world - an assumption we hate to accept as inevitable 
with all the constructive forces working to prevent it. (10/17) 
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Bailey, Flora Macmillan 
BETWEEN THE FOUR MOUNTAINS $2.50 


Thinly veiled mystery to carry a rich diet of factual material, in another story 
about Jon and Judy, brother and sister of last year’s Summer at Yellow Singers. While 
their anthropologist parents study the culture of the Navaho Indians, the children keep 
up their own friendships, and go off adventuring on their own. The story bogs down from 
time to time in details of fascinating ritual and custom of the New Mexican background 
and one wonders if the average child can be persuaded to read it. (Oct. )'8 


Macmillan 


De Leeuw, Adele 
CURTAIN CALL $2.50 

Realistic as theatre career stories go, for the developments are entirely within 
the realm of possibility for a stage struck girl. Vicki started plugging for a spot in 
theatre as soon as she was out of High School. She tramped the sidewalks of New York in 
vain. Then, forced by circumstance to do something about it, she created the beginnings 
of a career for herself as director of the little theatre group in her suburban home town. 
She finds romance too, but the chief importance of the book lies in the practical point- 
ers on little theatre work in small towns. ee 

vs 


Dickson, Marguerite Nelson 
TURN IN THE ROAD $2.50 


* Lane's Cove, Maine, was the setting for the popular Roof Over Our Heads. Now comes 
another Lane's Cove story, with a new heroine, as Isabel Worthington, High School senior, 
is faced with the problem of her big family, particularly of the father who needs to re- 
gain his self respect after years of discouragement. Isabel must battle false pride, un- 
kind gossip, indifference- and make the turn to security and decent living. She and her 
brothers do all they can to help, but this is Isabel's story, as she tackles adult prob- 
lems, keeps on the right footing with herown crowd, and meets the challenge of growing up 
successfully, Girls like stories of human relationships, and this has all the prime in- 
gredients, skillfully blended. It has an adult look about it too. (10/14) (J.L.G.) 


Gleit, Maria Scribner 
PAUL TIBER, FORESTER $2.50 


An American background this time, for a story of the Pennsylvania mines. Too bad 
the story itself lacks the tightness and plot values necessary to capture the interest of 
this age group. For the story while over-endowed with sentiment, has unusual sympathy 
and sensitivity. Paul Tiber, son of a coal miner, loves his woods and fields and hates 
the ugly waste-hills and burned out timber. He enlists the Scouts, the W.P.A., ultimate- 
ly the community in his efforts, and eventually wins his freedom from the coal pits. Not 
an action story - and limited in appeal. 


Nevin, Evelyn C. Westminster 
UNDERGROUND ESCAPE $2.50 


Danny knew he was in sympathy with the abolitionists, in Boston around 1850, but 
his Irish blood boiled when his friend, a Negro at the coach house, was reclaimed, after 
the Fugitive Slave Law was passed, and taken back to Georgia. Then his widowed mother 
decided to join forces with some relatives and move to Kansas, a Kansas torn by civil 
strife and border tensions, From there they go on a visit to her brother in Savannah, 
and are caught with the onset of the Civil War. Danny is suspected as an abolitionist; 
his mother secretly takes his side; they are spied on by his uncle's overseer. Eventually, 
taking with them Danny's old friend, they escape through the still operating channels of 
the Underground Railroad, and get back to Kansas. Good enough story, though not tops- 
with a new angle on the period. 
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Seymour, Alta Halverson Westminster 
THE SECRET OF THE HIDDEN ROOM $2.50 


Contrived mystery in routine pattern- with a 16-year old girl heroine. Her pro- 
fessor father is on sabbatical and they go back to the old family homestead in Indiana, 
and find the “Glory Hole", a hidden room between the fireplaces which had been used years 
before as a station on the Underground. The search for treasure, suspected as being hid- 
den there, reveals a connecting passage with a boathouse, and they find a “mystery man” - 
and eventually a horde of rare books. Adequate but uninspired. (10/24) 


Sperry, Armstrong Winston 
BLACK FALCON $2.50 


* A magnificent, jingling, swashbuckling yarn that will grip the attention of prac- 
tically any reader from twelve up. It is the story of young Wade Thayer, son of a New 
Orleans planter, who sails with Jean Lafitte, “Black Falcon”, in his privateering raids 
against the English in 1814. There are enough battles with pirates, Englishmen and mu- 
tineers to satisfy the most bloodthirsty comic-book devotee, and yet the characters (some 
historical such as Lafitte and Jackson- some fictional) emerge as rounded, credible peo- 
ple. There is a rich, authentic background of pageantry, color and romance that make 
bery Qe and superior historical novel for younger readers, Sperry at his best! 

10/18 





FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Double-list the following from the 12-15 Fiction: - Page 
Andrews, F. Emerson- FOR CHARLEMAGNE (Harper - $2.50) 511 
De Leeuw, Adele - CURTAIN CALL (Macmillan - $2.50) 512 
Jackson, GCG. Paul Crowell 

ROSE BOWL ALL AMERICAN $2.50 


* One of the best all round football yarns we've seen- and we've seen plenty. There's 
@ psychological slant to it that is a bit new; the hero, Dick Thornley, was bogged down 
with a complex over his status on campus, on the team, in the classroom- all because a 
Classmate from High School days on had elected to convince him- and the world- that his 
rating was due to his father's position on Michigan campus. There's more to the story 
than straight football- team play- and the working out of the feud between Dick and Bart. 
There's inside dope on press box- spotting- scouts- coaching- training- and the relation 
of football to scholastic standing. But first and last- football. (10/24) 


Bleiler & Dikty Frederick Fell 
THE BEST SCIENCE FICTION STORIES 1949 $2.95 


Stories above the average pulp level, with authors known in the mystery field, 
(Frederic Brown with a full length fantasy and Lewis Padgett among those used). Among 
the stories themselves more than usual variety,- robots, space travel, solar systems and 
supra-normal dimensions, genius mentalities, visits to Mars, cosmic forces and applied 
ey all are here, with plot and characterization ably handled. (Full report P.487) 

Publ. 


Canfield, Dorothy Harcourt, Brace 
FOUR- SQUARE $3.00 


This new collection of short stories might prove an introduction to Dorothy Can- 
field's earlier books. While labelled short stories, it has a strong flavor of personal 
reminiscence, with the Vermonter's dry humor, keen sense of right and wrong. Bit by bit 
the patchwork quilt of the community and its people fits together. Good Americana and 
pleasantly savored atmosphere and character. (Full report P. 483) (10/20) 
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Boylston, Helen D: | Little, Brown-AMP 
SUE BARTON, NEIGHBORHOOD NURSE $2.50 


* One of the best of the popular Sue Barton books, though not because of its nurs- 
ing aspects, for the title is misleading. For Sue is proud young mother of three lively 
children, all with personalities in their own rights, and with her handsome husband chief 
at a small New Hampshire hospitel, she lives a normal happy life of wife and mother. She 
does a bit of nursing in her own home; she helps straighten out the teen age complexes 
of a young neighbor; she has the sort of life with which many girls will want to identify 
themselves. This type of book is needed, and Sue Barton is such a natural, likable, real 
person, that a Sue Barton, wife and mother story, is all to the good. (11/14) 


Guthrie, A.B., Jr. Wm. Sloane 
THE WAY WEST $3.50 


While The Big Sky was strong meat for young adults, this book will pass muster. 
The story opens in Independence, Missouri, with the organization of a wagon train. It 
follows the familiar pattern to Oregon and the break up, but lends the story tremendous 
vitality, so that the reader feels himself a part of it. There is tragedy and joy, birth 
and death and marriage, romance and frustration. An interlude in which a married man, 
spurned by his own wife, turns to a sympathetic and lonely girl, will make some adults 
question giving this to young people. But Guthrie has handled both the emotional and the 
physical aspects with restraint and taste. (For full report see P. 479) (10/10) 


Friendlich, Dick Westminster 
PIVOT MAN $2.50 


Good basketball story for older boys (college level) this combines technical de- 
tail about the game with a fast moving story. Vard Ransom has transferred to a small 
college in the east from a large western university. He gets off on the wrong foot with 
Curt Robinett, one of the Basketball team, but before the end of the book becomes star 
player, wins friends, and is campus hero. It's not all easy sledding. He gets into lots 
of hot water. He tries to prevent a raid on a pre-game rally of a rival school, which 
his roommate plans, and an anonymous letter to the dean results in his being taken off 
the team. But he gets back for the big game- and victory. Competent- but nothing new. (10/31) 


Litten, Frederic Nelson Westminster 
TREASURE BAYOU $2.50 


Under the deceptive guise of an adventure story, published by a denominational 
publisher, this is a profoundly shocking book,- ugly, snarling, vicious, permeated with 
race epithets and dog-eat-dog philosophy, with false standards, against a cynical,would- 
be masculine atmosphere....The story is set in the oil area of Louisiana's bayous. 0O'Don- 
nell, wealthy corporation lawyer, plots to trick the ignorant Cajuns out of their rights. 
His idealist son, Craig, "betrays" his father by telling them the facts. And Chris Lane, 
local youth who yearns for riches, fulfills O'Donnell's conception of what Craig should 
have been. The story dribbles out to an inconclusive end; Chris risks his life in an 
heroic gesture, learns at last that oil has come through. The author manages to get his 
philosophy across:- that swindling illiterate trappers is synonymous with national wel- 
fare, and “greatest good to the greatest number"; that “business is war"; that “some are 
chosen leaders - they profit most and carry the heaviest load. It is survival of the 
fittest." Is this the credo we want to instill in youth today, when we've fought a war 
to defeat it? Let's hope the muddled thinking, the confused pattern of plot will dis- 
courage readers. (10/31) 


Ford & MacBean Whittlesey 
A MAN OF HIS OWN $2.75 
Sure fire compilation of dog stories, ranging from southern hunting tales to the 
Yukon, from mutts to pedigreed hounds, from romance to melodrama, from the frankly senti- 
mental to the humorous matter-of-fact. The title story tells of a pup who made up the qua- 
lifications for a man of his own, and gets the boy he wants. For full report- with fur- 
ther data on the individual stories included - see P. 481. (10/6) 
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Wilson, William E. Whittlesey 
ABE LINCOLN OF PIGEON CREEK $3.00 


Homespun quality for this new biography of the young Lincoln, Lincoln of the 
years from 1816 to 1830, the boyhood in Indiana. This is rooted in historical fact, pre- 
sents the family, the mother he worshipped and who died, the step-mother whom he grew to 
love, and who saw the potentials behind the crude ungainliness, his shiftless father, his 
sister, step-sisters and brother, friends and neighbors. A good picture of the rough 
simple life, and Lincoln, the boy, emerges with the innate strengths, the humor, the mag- 
netism of the man. His abortive boyhood romance, his awakening interest in the law, all 
groundwork for maturity. (For full report see P. 482) (10/17) , 


NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Turron, Leon G. Doubleday 
WHERE MY SHADOW FALLS $2.50 





Twenty years of man-hunting, by a G-man, reveals the training from raw operator 
to expert bloodhound. This is the personal story of getting the fugitives back into jail, 
sending the wrong guys up, learning the rackets inside the pen, knowing the signs, indica- 
tions, tell-tale give-aways of the smarter-than-the-law boys. The stuff behind the head- 
lines, the long, hard way of the Department of Justice and its F.B.I. members, the always 
fascinating ways of outside the law big and small guns, methods of approach, attack and 
apprehension. Good first person account. (For full report see P. 493) (9/22) 


Harcourt, Brace 


Jackson, Joseph Henry | 
BAD COMPANY $4.75 


Sub-titled "The Bandits, Stage Robbers, Outlaws and Stick-up Men of California's 
Famous Gold Rush Days" - this is excellent sifting of source material true from false- but 
not as lively reading as, for instance, Hungerford's Wells Fargo (P. 315) or Beebe and 
Clegg's U.S. West (P. 386). Jackson traces the legends that have grown up around Joaquin 
Murieta, Dick Fellows, Tom Bell, Rattlesnake Dick, Black Bart, and lesser desperadoes, on 
to the last of the Mexican bandits and the ‘70's and '80% which saw the ond of organized 
stage coach robberies. Plenty of material here, even shorn of some of its surplus romance. 


(For full report see P. 492) (9/15) 


Harris, Seymour E. Harvard Univ. Press 
THE MARKET FOR COLLEGE GRADUATES $4.00 


This is too serious and comprehensive a survey for the average youth at the level 
of job hunting, but there are some who will want to know the facts this presents. The first 
half of the text explores the background,- increasing trend toward college education, dis- 
proportion of careers demanding degrees, displacement of labor by the graduate, income, 
importance of women in the picture, necessity of proper public relations, all marshalled 
to prove that the education product is in excessive supply. The latter half supplies doc- 
umentary proof of the conclusions arrived at. Not a how-to-get - a job book. (For full 


report see P. 500) (10/28) 


Putnam 


Horan, James D. , 
DESPERATE RUN $3.50 


Revelations from the Pinkerton files, these are stories of two groups of outlaws, 
the Wild Bunch and Butch Cassidy, and Jesse James and his gang. The James’ family back- 
ground, guerilla activities during the Civil War, successful careers in bank robbery, the 
pay-off in the Northfield robbery which sent them into hiding. Less colorful terms than 
usual - they are shown as cold-blooded, ruthless killers....The Wild Bunch are less well 
known, this gang that terrorized Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, as cattle rustlers, bank and 
train robbers, etc. Fascinating true western. (For full report see P. 495) (10/21) 
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Scribner 


Stuart, Jesse 
THE THREAD THAT RUNS SO TRUE $3.00 


Years as a Kentucky school teacher, of absorbing interest not only in education- 
al ways, but as record of an individual's growth. From his first job, when he had had 
only three years of High School, he found his days in Lonesome Valley unforgettable in the 
lessons they taught him. After college he learned yet more of the problems of teaching. 
How he achieved the politic way,whom he fought for his beliefs, what a single teacher does 
with a school ranging from beginners to 8th grade, what can be done about some of the not- 
so-pretty problems - all in a lively gripping personal record. (Full report P. 494) (9/26) 


Jones, Charles Reed- éd. Sheridan House 
YOUR CAREER IN MOTION PICTURES, TELEVISION AND RADIO $2.98 


A symposium of notables in which they speak out on the vocational aspects of 
the motion pictures, the desired background, personality, pros and cons, chances against 
success, etc. They stress the value of an academic training, special vocational training 
and experience. The roster includes film stars, specialists in production, design, writ- 
ing, camera work. Radio and television are given small space. (Full report P. 494) 


(10/4) 


Mauldin, Bill Wm. Sloane 
A SORT OF SAGA $3.50 


An account of an odd boyhood in New Mexico and California. Pop was a character; 
he was not lazy- he drove himself and others when interested in a project, until he got 
bored or had a new idea. His junk pile was famous; his rehabilitation of ancient engines 
played its part in swamp reclamation, mining, bootlegging. The story is unpretentious 
refashioning of remembered incidents and personalities, often funny, often original- but 
not as individual as Mauldin's other books. (Full report P. 494) (10/17) 


Moore, Robert F. Stackpole & Heck 
BLUEPRINT YOUR CAREER $2.75 


Director of Personnel and Placement at Columbia has synthesized 20 years’ ex- 
perience to arrive at a success pattern. He offers definitions of goals, instructs in 
the proper form of letter writing, manners in interviews, attitudes in the first year of 
work, in cultivating success. He discusses the problems of changing jobs, salary, ad- 
vancement. For the individual, even while at college level. (Full report P. 492) (9/16) 


BOOK FOR PARENTS 


John Wiley 


Thompson and Rea 
CLOTHING FOR CHILDREN $6.00 

Advice, recommendation, illustration on the subject of clothes from layette to 
12-year old ensemble wardrobe. The psychological effect of clothes, the forming of good 
dressing habits, the importance of simple, becoming things to wear, the budget, the mat- 
ters of storage, the well-groomed look, the requisites of line, color and pattern for 
various types of children- a book for wiser buying and practical application. Many il- 
lustrations, diagrams and patterns. (For full report see P. 497) (10/17) 
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Note 


No Must Books, and a short Fiction section, indicating earlier and heavier coverage 
tn previous tssues. There are two titles which may have a certain sales weight on 
name value; Vaughan Wilkins’ ONCE UPON A TIME (Macmillan) and Bess Streeter Aldrich's 
JOURNEY INTO CHRISTMAS (Appleton-Century-Crofts). Discriminating readers, however, 
wtll take pleasure in Mary Mian's THE MERRY MIRACLE (Houghton, Mifflin) and Jane 
Eklund's TH& ONLY GIFT (Houghton, Mifflin). These are not however for the big market. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


October 13 


Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
DIVINE MISTRESS $3.00 


Period historical romance, in somewhat new vein for the usually predictable 
Frank Slaughter. The setting shifts from a Priory in Padua, where young Antonio Servetus 
is studying for holy orders in 1562 - to Spain of the Inquisition - and England. Servetus 
was @ teacher of anatomy, and the chance discovery of the Botticelli Birth of Venus fired 
his imagination so that almost he found himself in love with the image. The appointment 
of a new Prior, his suspicions of Servetus as author of a revolutionary monograph on the 
circulation of the blood, the transfer of Antonio to Venice- then to Spain as Queens's 
Physician - and the confused romance with Lucia Bellarmi, whose family owned the Botti- 
celli, and whose grandmother had been the model for the Venus. The romance comes to 4 
head when they escape together, aided by the queen, from the clutches of the Inquisition. 
The story is two edged - the medical aspects bring in other pioneers, Vesalius and Pare, 
who, with Servetus, contributed to the advancement of kmowledge of pulmonary circulation 
and operational techniques; the romance is enhanced by the trappings of history. 


October 15 


de Polnay, Peter Creative Age 
OUT OF THE SQUARE $3.00 


A circumstantially connected tracing of several lives off the square in Florence 
where stray children:sell their black market goods, this is leisurely in its progress, 
sometimes satiric, ultimately affecting. Among those who alternate through the narrative 
are Humphrey Hatton, evading his childhood in Florence and the English girl he now loves; 
Hilda Pucci, who betrayed her husband to the Germans; Mrs. Crocker, rich, restless, anx- 
ious to help the poor; Minotti, an aging Italian tormented by his suspicions of his young 
wife; Mario, fourteen, a worldly, tricky scamp, and Giovanna, the simple-minded girl who 
attaches herself to Mario. By the close Mrs. Pucci expiates by confessing to the police; 
Minotti's cuckoldry becomes a certainty; Mrs. Crocker decides to found a home for dere- 
lioct children; Hatton gives in to this love for Joan; and Mario, whose affection for 
Giovanna is the first in many homeless years, realizes he can no longer help her, gives 
her into the care of the nuns...Perhaps too modulated for the general reader, but 4 
discerning, appealing portrayal. 
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October 15 






Wilkins, Vaughan Macmillan 
ONCE UPON A TIME $3.50 










Picaresque adventure in the Superman-oum- Lanny-Budd tradition, modern vein. 
There’s an aviator whose memory has blacked out as a result of a blow on the head, one 
Oliver, whose exploits suggested that he must have been a commando as well as 4 secret 
agent. There's a mysterious gentleman of many names and many talents, now a sort of 
Scarlet Pimpernel, and again a scoundrel making a fortune in the black market. There's 
his daughter, Spicey, of questionable legality; and Twinkle, who poses as her sister, 
but is a sort of chameleon, utterly without feelings. There's the Grand Duke of Ehren- 
burg, with his fortune in jewels. And there is the setup for digging out family trees, 
skeletons in the cupboard, and titles of paper thin pretensions. And, on the fringe, 
there’s a German underground, operating in England, and in Hire, bent on securing the 
Ehrenburg treasure. Adventure- escapades- mysteries- romance, rolled up into a package 
that faintly involves the identity of a lovely missing lady, heroine of one of Edward 
the Seventh's schoolboy pranks. Somewhat in the Dornford Yates vein, rather than the 
more serious, full-bodied historical novels such as And So- Victoria. 




































October 17 


Kendrick, Baynard Soribner 
THE TUNNEL $3.00 


Through the power of her own recall, Natalie Sherrett tries to fight through 
her fears,- of being poisoned by her husband, of the return of her dead first husband, of 
her madness. From the shamed and terrifying fact and imagination of her childhood, to 

a the deep- seated jealousy of her best friend, Mona, to her passionately satisfying brief 
marriage to Bob, to the security marriage with Trevil offered her when Bob was killed in 
the war, Natalie retraces the facts, tears down fantasy, builds up new illusions. But 
the writing a script about her fears, the mixture of reality and mental unbalance, brings 
her to sanity and recognition of true from false. But before this happens she almost 
kills herself, plots the death of Trevil, and is on the brink of murdering a stranger be- 
cause he resembles Bob... This portrays a journey over the line of sanity into a world of 
persecution and guilt, by a mind that recognizes its unbalance and ultimately faces the 
truths of its deep-rooted fears. An interesting adaptation of the case history type of 
story, the market here is the psychological-confession story, rather than the experience 
type of story of The Snake Pit 


October 18 


Eklund, Jane Houghton, Mifflin 
THE ONLY GIFT $2.75 


* A first novel in which the sentience of physical as well as emotional background 
is stressed and which offers a finely fitted mosaic of family life. For the Lemmings, of 
Chicago, stand for The Best, Conformity, and household musts. It is the Lemming iron bars 
which have marked Gertrude, mother of Reggie, suddenly married to California Susan; Con- 
stance, properly married to a most respectable older man; Trudy, ready to but not yet will- 
ing to smash the pattern; Marty, next in line and deviating from the expected norm; and 
David, now being forced into the mold because of his love of painting. It is the Lemming 
tradition which has marked her husband, “sacrifice” for the family, slavery to the business, 

eS and @ giving with one hand while taking away with the other. And it is within a year that 
this compression chamber blows apart the lives of the children; for Reggie’s wife leaves 
him when he will not live his own life, Constance’ marriage takes her away from home, Trudy 
and Marty smash their parents’ plans and follow their own bents, and even David refuses the 
discipline of the school to which he is sent. A magnification, not only of the things that 
possess them, but of the small, secret ways of the woman's world versus the man‘s, of the 
slow linking of bonds that can only be broken by the young, this is preeminently feminine 
and finegrained. 
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October 21 


Greig, Maysie Random House 
- WHISPERS IN THE SUN $2.50 














































A little mystery spiking an otherwise routine romance as Francine Jeans goes to 
Jamaica to help her aunt, housekeeper for Douglas Holbein. On the way down she meets Jas- 
par Felton, head of the local police, and concerned about the death of Douglas’ wife, and 
later that of Francine's aunt. Francine, with a headful of notions, agrees to marry Doug- 
las, later regrets it, and eventually returns to the States and Jaspar who is by now a 
Viscount, Habituees only. 


October 25 


Mian, Mary Houghton, Mifflin 
THE MERRY MIRACLE $2.00 


* A very pleasant bit of foolery, laid in Langladure in medieval times, this has 
& folk-tale quality and humor that adds to its charm. For Dame Amelie’s idea of convert- 
ing an old convent into a “Saints' Rest, a Home Away From Home For Tired Saints” has a 
welcome reception in Paradise and the guests soon arrive. They prove that saints on earth 
can be a trial; the villagers suffer with too much weather and find too many miracles 
dwindle into ludicrous magic; the town is in danger of being invaded; an enterprising 
devil provides plenty of obstacles to trip up the saints' good intentions. It is up to 
the young peasant girl, Bichette to keep them in order, to straighten out their mistakes 
and correct their failures. It is Bichette who provides a necessary miracle to send them 
home in good order. A specialty whose amiable satire, gentle but gay religion, offers a 
real treat for those looking for something unusual. 


November 7 


Cram, Mildred Knopf 
THE PROMISE $1.50 


Another of these novelettes of which Knopf has published several that have been 
extraordinarily successful- The Snow Goose, The Pool - both with the quality of the psych- 
osensory that is the distinguishing mark of this book, also. A young couple, whose marr- 
iage is at the breaking point, the split over Alicia's absorption in her radio success, 
and Pat's inability to come to terms with it, are involved in a motor smashup, as they 
come down through the mountains approaching the Valley and San Francisco. The experience 
they share, on that tenuous borderline between life and death, the promise they make to 
Peter, who welcomes them, gives them the healing experience of oneness again and speeds 
them on their way- is it to be Life or Death? - all this they try to push aside. But as 
Christmas comes- and the shallowness of the pattern they have chosen is revealed, the 
promise seems uppermost. And- all unsuspecting- they meet again at the cabin where Peter 
had given them the choice..... An ephemeral, other-worldly sort of story, with a message 
which will be significant to many readers. Christmas plus sale. 


November 10 


Demaitre, E. Doubleday - 


& Appleman, M.J. THE LIBERATION OF MANHATTAN | $300 2 6 
A broad lampoon which offers a wide variety of targets in presupposing a Russian 
invasion, battleless, of Manhattan and the resulting confusion the invaders encounter with 
the American spirit of contrariness. Ivan Dimitriovitch, reporter for the Red Pitchfork, 
is sent from Moscow by rocket ship, dropped over Times Square by supersonic parachute. He 
and the military are frustrated by the Americans’ reception of their bondage, try to in- 
vent ways in which to arouse them. They work through restrictions and regimentation of 
bubble gum, baseball, the comics, money - and sex - and the Americans find the new rules 
thoroughly entertaining. When Ivan falls in love - he goes to work to buy a mink coat for 
his girl, is so successful that he and the force join up for the good old capitalist dol- 
lar. A spoof - not always funny - but amusing enough in its cartoon picture of ideologi- 
cal clashes. Illus. Paul Galdone. 
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November 11 


Appleton-Century-Crofts 


Aldrich, Bess Streeter 
JOURNEY INTO CHRISTMAS $2.75 
Close to her pioneer ancestry in Iowa of a generation ago, Bess Streeter Aldrich 
still retains some of that earthy, homespun flavor of storybook Christmases of not so long 
ago, the kinds of Christmases that make even the most hardened acknowledge the pull of sen- 
timent. Here is a collection of her Christmas stories,- some of them contemporary, many 
with old people (kindly, warm-hearted, rich in memory) as central characters, some of them 
might-be-true stories of the past, going back to the soddies of the western prairies, the 
mushrooming small towns, the spirit of Christmas integral to each one, no matter how sim- 
ple. Short stories for family reading aloud. For their essential flavor try two or three 
of them,-Star Across the Tracks, Another Brought Gifts, The Drum Goes Dead. A final 
I Remember gives an autobiographical feel to the whole. Sentimental- some will say; yes, 


but isn't Christmas the season for it? 


November 21 


Burnett, Whit & Hallie Dutton 
STORY: The Fiction of the Forties $3.95 


As sub-titled, this is a reflection of contemporary writing at the literary, ra- 
ther than popular, level sustained by Story magazine. Among the contributors who have 
achieved prominence- some of them had their initial introduction in Story- are Tennessee 
Williams, Norman Mailer, Truman Capote, Liam O'Flaherty, Faullkmer and Caldwell, Prokosch, 
Jesse Stuart, William March, Langston Hughes, Dorothy McCleary- these the best known. The 
war of course gives an impetus to many of these stories, with sex a secondary theme. For 
the more serious follower of contemporary writing, rather than the more general audience 
of say the recent New Yorker short story collection. 


November 28 


Doubleday 


Burman, Ben Lucien 
EVERYWHERE I ROAM $3.00 

I have liked everything Ben Burman has written (Steamboat Round the Bend, Blow 
for a Landing, Rooster Crows for Day)- until this came along. And - to put it bluntly- I 
thought this dull, far-fetched, utterly lacking in the emotional values that might have 
made it a poignant human document. Captain Asa blames the encroachment of civilization 
and industry into his Tennessee stronghold for the restlessness of his motherless children, 
and uproots them when he starts on a search for the “good old times”, with a rattletrap 
horse drawn trailer. They tried to earn their way selling hand painted statuettes and 
bedspreads in gaudy colors. They attempted to settle in a number of places where the fa- 
ther thought he glimpsed the good people and the good ways he sought. But always there 
was a fly in the ointment. Ula, out for a good time from the start, marries Pretty Boy, 
hanger on wastrel of a cheap gang- and Pretty Boy dogs their footsteps with trouble of 
his bringing. The raw-boned nag failed them. They acquired an ancient car- and Vergil 
was happy for a bit. They had an animal show by now, and took in a few sheckels in places 
that knew nothing better. But the cities defeated them. Ula's brief return to the fold 
ended when she won Pretty Boy's $40 in a dance marathon- but then she left with him for 
good. Vergil finally took to railroading. And eventually, after repeated experiments in 
small time- and failures- Fernie went off to Chicago with a nice enough red-head. And 
Captain Asa drifted back to Tennessee. An odyssey of poor whites - their eyes and hopes 
turned backward - their youthful aspirations caught by tinsel and trash. The possibilities 
of @ grassroots classic are here, but the development is neither humorous nor ironic; and 
the sentiment is paper thin. Alice Caddy's line spots are quite charming. This is his 
first novel under Doubleday imprint, I think (Dutton had the earlier ones) and substantial 


promotion is planned. 
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Two Too Late 


Practically Publtshed 


Kent, Nial Greenberg 
THE DIVIDED PATH $3.00 


Without the psychological depth or seriousness of Gore Vidal's The City and The 
Pillar, this explores the tabooed, twilight world of the homosexual in explicit detail and 
for the vicarious, provides a fairly sensational, sexological account. This follows Mich- 
ael from his childhood, and the mother who tried to make a girl of him, to his first year 
away from home and the distasteful if persistent pursuit of a woman twice his age. Then 
the meeting with Paul, and Michael's carefully concealed affection for him when he realizes 
that Paul is normal; the torment as he watches Paul take on one girl after another, in- 
cluding Blinor- the one who might have salvaged Michael. New York, and the participation 
in a coterie of young men who are also “gay", the particular mannerisms of the faggot 
world, but never the desired escape from the image of Paul until his death... An overt 
rather than fastidious treatment of this theme- this is for the sensation-seeker. (9/28) 


Baumer, Marie Scribner 
THE SEEKER AND THE SOUGHT $2.75 


A novel of compulsion, of a need of self-justification, which employs the sus- 
pense technique as implied in the title. For Walter Williams, safe in his job at a de- 
partment store, afraid of jeopardizing that job, breaks through the traces to help a boy 
he had first turned down when he was appealed to for help. His search leads him to a 
‘strange bar, to a pair of suicides, to a mind reader and to a band of wild, lawless boys 
and ends with the threat of danger to himself. But Walter learns- and denies- the vital 
importance of being true to not only himself but his beliefs and the impossibility of 
following through in the face of public scorn and careless disregard... Handled in defer- 
ence to the Hitchcock tradition, this has elements of dramatic tension, of betrayal only 
minutely softened by trust and achievement. New York City and suburbs. (9/26) 


Two Shooter 


October 14 


Schaefer, Jack Houghton, Mifflin 
SHANE $2.50 


* A classic touch to this story of fiddlefooted, withdrawn, softspoken Shane who 
drifts in, stays on with Wyoming homesteader Starrett. Through the eyes of a youngster, 
Starrett's son, this tells how Shane- devoted to the Starretts- dangerous to their en- 
emies- assumes Starrett's fight against the man who is trying to force him out of the 


valley, shoots it out alone... A real superiority here, narrative and literary. 
October ?? 
Halleran, E.E. Macrae-Smith 
) OUTLAW TRAIL $2.50 


Operations standard as Perry Wayne returns to Tinaja, masquerading as a Mexican 
outlaw in an attempt to trap crooked, powerful Chandler Brack, who had framed Perry for a 
killing and taken his land. Perry gradually enlists some help, including that of a girl 
whom Brack had also cheated, and they escape to fight it out from a mountain hideout. True 
to form and formula. 
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Note 


As in the Fiction section, there are no MUST BOOKS. The same cannot be said of the 
number of titles, which is appallingly large, Few dependables here; Carl Carmer has 
1 steady regional market for his DARK TREES TO THE WIND (Sloane); Priestley and White 
are both represented, but with essay material - always a slim market; there's absorb- 
ingly interesting material of immedtate concern - but not too wide a market tn THE 
CHINESE CONQUER CHINA by Anna Loutse Strong (Doubleday). More for the fun of tt than 
because they are sure sellers, have a special look at these Dark Horses:- COUSINS AND 
Z. Logan (Scribner) and Alexander Macdonald's BANGKOK EDITOR. And 


COMMISSARS by Milla Z. 
may we file a personal addiction for Lancelot Hogben's FROM CAVE PAINTING TO COMIC 


STRIP (Chanticleer Press). Reports in section following. 
PROBLEMATICAL NON .FICTION 


October 3 


Knopf 


Key, V.0., Jr. 
SOUTHERN POLITICS: In State and Natton $6.00 

This is a state by state survey of the realities of Southern politics, with 
transition chapters setting the scene, analyzing basic likes and differences, indicating 
the significance of the situation in the national scene. The scope of the coverage is 
limited largely to machine politics, voting restrictions, candidates of the contemporary 
and recent scene, factors involved in regional splits, the operation of the one party : 
system, the ever-present race problem and so on. Southern politics, checkered as it is 
with demagogues, is no comic opera; behind the droll facade it is a deadly serious busi- | 
ness, and the relation of the Negro to the white, numerically, is its dominant factor. 
There are factional differences rather than two party differences. Nationally, Southern 
politics is important as an obstruction strategy, with the most dramatic evidence the | 
Dixiecrat bolt. One can study Alabama's sectionalism, Virginia's Byrd machine, Georgia's 
Talmadge and anti-Talmadge groupings, Tennessee's Shelby-East Tennessee coalition govern- 
ment, and so on, but the answer lies in the emancipation of the white problem from the 
Negro problem- and progress seems non-existent. Only North Carolina can boast, A book 
of sharply limited reader appeal, its value largely for students of politics. 


Scribner 


Beasley, Norman 
POLITICS HAS NO MORALS $3.00 

Viewed as a taking stock of the fix we are in and how we got there and what we 
can do about it, this book might be considered as a challenge to the defense of American 
freedoms. Unfortunately, Mr. Beasley has used the opportunity for a vicious attack on 
the Roosevelt administration and on Roosevelt himself, an attack that will delight those 
to whom John Flynn is gospel. He charges the Roosevelt years with betrayal of trust, 
falsifying of facts, dishonesty, loss of moral standards, fomenting of class strife, bol- 
stering of Communism, degrading public welfare to personal politics, fostering race hate, 
betraying American business, American labor. He claims for capitalism the role of re- 
storing our moral fibre, maintaining peace, reestablishing law and justice, insuring 
@bundance. He issues @ clarion call to business men, and says this is the time for men 
of property to fight. We must protect the public against persons in public office, build 
up our youth, clean up the lower courts, revive the spiritual foundation of our democracy, 
reinstate the Constitution. There's plenty of sound meat here- but it is so cloaked in 
vitriolic spite that the end impression is a factional one. While the foous of attack is 
on the loss of liberty, the surge towards collectivism of the Roosevelt administration, 
the Truman administration comes in for plenty of venom. And Hoover- ageing statesman- is 
given the accolade. A book one cannot read objectively, I fear. 
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October 3 


Penrose, Harald Soribner. 
I FLEW WITH THE BIRDS $6.00 


An airman's view of bird flight, observed at their level, written by an orni- 
thologist who is also a test pilot. He has over the years taken notes on speed of bird 
flight, on the habits of birds of prey, on the use made of air currents, on migration, 
on wing motion, on night flight, on flying for fun. His story is told anecdotally, as 
he records specific flights, with much of flying- and things seen and felt- as well as 
his observations of birds in flight. Illustrated with photographs. A beautiful book, 
for a specialized market. 


Poucher, W.A. Scribner 
THE MAGIC OF SKYE $10.00 


Double appeal- within limitations of interest- to the photographer, who will 
find the scientific records of photographic data a fascinating study in conjunction with 
the 148 beautiful photographs of the misty isle; and to the traveler in remote parts of 
the British Isles, for one questions whether many American travelers have included Skye 
in any itinerary. Perhaps for mountain climbers,or for those seeking trips off the beaten 
track, for anglers, for pedestrians wanting a new place to explore, this book will pro- 
vide inspiration. Introductory notes give complete data on the facts a visitor needs to 
know. Subsequent chapters record the author’s personal experiences, in nostalgic recall, 
of a weird shore line, strange rock formations, wild mountains. 


October 14 


Russell, Bertrand Simon & Schuster 
AUTHORITY AND THE INDIVIDUAL $2.00 


The author of Human Knowledge and History of Western Philosophy here- in six 
lectures given over BBC in 1948-49 - analyzes, discusses and offers his solutions re- 
lating to the struggle between the degree of individual initiative necessary for pro- 
gress, and the degree of social cohesion necessary for survival. He searches for the im- 
pulses in human nature which make social cohesion in varying times and places, with a 
glimpse into the future. He explores the role of individuality, the conflict between 
techniques and human nature. He examines the respective spheres of control and initiative. 
He considers “as a matter of ethics the whole relation of individual thought and effort 
and imagination, to the authority of the community”... Broad in scope, provocative of 
thought, terse in treatment. The reader appeal is limited by the intelligence quotient 
of the individual. But the market is widened by a certain intellectual snob appeal which 
Bertrand Russell satisfies. 


October 17 


Hogben, Lancelot Chanticleer Press 
FROM CAVE PAINTING TO COMIC STRIP $5.00 


* The redoubtable scholarship, and the happy turn of phrase again combined to a 
history of visual communications from ancient times to the present. In a collaboration 
with Marie Neurath, who has chosen more than two hundred illustrations- in black and white 
and color- to coordinate with the text, this is also a very beautiful piece of bookmaking. 
Here the pictorial symbol, as a means of communication, is traced from the signatures and 
seals of the early cave painting, to the first calendars, alphabet, numeral systems, on 
to printing, stereotypes and isotypes; books and advertisements, the conics (which have 
thrived on “criticism, condemnation and contumely”) and finally films and television. The 
culture of today, its antecedents and development, through one medium of expression- given 


a spirited and sparkling interpretation. 
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October 17 
Burlingame, Roger Scribner 
BACKGROUNDS OF POWER $6.00 
5 


An historical survey of the mechanisms that have led to mass production and pro- 
duced mass groups and people which details the many steps chronologically resulting in 
such mechanizations. This industrial history, which starts with the measurement of time, 
as a machine mind, contrasts the differences between machine sequences and chain reactions, 
follows the trends in the revolutions in social thinking, concerns itself with people ra- 
ther than persons, with the patterns of machinery not individuel machines. It follows the 
interdependence of European and Yankee developments, it underlines the work of Ford, of 
machine controlled steel and other products, it marks mile-posts rather than dates, and 
offers an overall panorama of technological progress- with the choice of an optimisitec 
rather than a robot future. The author is exhaustively informative and intelligently in- 
teresting for the audience specially concerned in industrial trends. 


Scribner 


Davison, Verne E. 
BOBWHITES ON THE RISE $3.75 

A misleading title, for the average layman, for this is actually a book on land 
management, the relatively new science devoted to a constructive aspect of conservation. 
Conservation as such has failed to increase the quails (Bobwhites to you). The goal, 
viewed for the hunters’ paradise, is 60 mill. birds.To reach this goal, every phase of 
data on the quail, its natural range, its feeding preferences, its cover, its habits, its 
round-the-year requirements - all must be studied and the fallacies exploded, before the 
project of land management can be subscribed to. Land management does not involve hatch- 
eries and game farms, but rather some 44 million separate ownerships, management of bits 
of land, strip planting and protection, and laws to encourage farmers to view this as a 
definite agricultural project. An authoritative treatment of a relatively new field. 


Illingworth, John H. Scribner 
OFFSHORE $15.00 


Ocean racing is a specialized aspect of sailing for the small boat fraternity, 
and here is @ book which explores every phase of ocean racing likely to be of interest to 
the yachtsman. Every part of sailing has a special ocean racing aspect, and the text is 
designed for the enthusiast with at least superficial knowledge of the sport. In the 
technical chapters he leaves out theory and gets down to data. He starts with basic pre- 
mises,- background on ocean racing, choosing a boat, the conduct of a race, the crew, the 
helmsman, strategy, navigation, rigs and sails, handling and trimming, masting, hull de- 
sign, equipment, auxiliary engines, problems of wind and weather and waves. Rules and 
ratings. And a special section on the Bermuda races. 22 photographic plates. 177 diagrams. 


Logan, Milla Z. Scribner 
COUSINS AND COMMISSARS $2.75 


* An extremely personal account, of an extremely personal visit to relatives in 
Yugoslavia knits together old threads of family, of concern with events under Tito, as 
affecting the author's cousins, uncles and aunts all the way down the family line. There 
is the fearful difficulty of getting a passport- helped by near and distant relations here- 
the arduous travel to the long sought, long known, by hearsay, Petrovats-na-More (now, in 
1948, in the Republic of Montenegro) and the daily life with the many-sided family there. 
The author, with her newspaperman husband, is involved in reunions, in learning of the 
privations of all her kin, of their vast interest in America. It has much of wry humor, 
of warmth and loving understanding, with many small vignettes of the Adriatic and hill 
living and the sturdy characters there. It has a quality of humbleness and respect for 
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the indomitable sense of survival which is manifest in courage and resource. It offers a 

worthy companion piece toLlive with Laughter of several years ago and is a biographical- 
- travel book which does not belabor political questions and does leave the answers to the 
@ rcader. Very nice. 































October 20 


Rosenhaupt, Hans W. John Day 
HOW TO WAGE PEACE $2.95 





Sub-titled The Citizen Handbook for Action - this is definitely a reference 
tool, and an exceedingly valuable one, a necessity for public libraries and certain kinds 
of organizations, useful for club libraries, where programs are planned, first aid to 
anyone seeking information on relief and service organizations, peace organizations, and 
so on. Through charting the roads - indicating the signposts - analyzing the aids, this 
is actually a how-to book, a book to encourage action rather than talk. There's discus- 
sion of a typical program, for instance; there are suggestions as to bureaus supplying 

| lecturers (free service or paid). There are lists, with addresses, of functioning organ- 
| izations, arranged to aid in understanding their functions. This is not an opinion book- 
but a handbook for practical use. In part it may date; possibly provision is being made 
for keeping it up to the minute with new editions as needed. 


fe" A i Sa SCR A SF en te 
’ } 


Laird, Dr. Donald A. & Funk & Wagnalls \ 
Eleanor C. THE STRATEGY OF HANDLING CHILDREN $3.85 


Some 566 questions which have been asked by parents (some pretty ignorant par- 
ents- and superstitiously derived interrogations) answered here by the Lairds reliably, 
moderately. Heredity, pregnancy, birth, personality development, your child's affection, 

@ fears, tempers, sex curiosity, work and sleep habits, manners and social activities, and 
specifics of his physical development are some of the principal points of coverage. Ma- 
terial in this form needs a particularly good index (we have not seen the index) to have 
value for consultation use as a household manual. But the point of view- and the recom- 
mendations- are physically, psychologically sound. 


Moley, Raymond Funk & Wagnalls 
27 MASTERS OF POLITICS | $3.50 


The Newsweek editor, professor, and former close adviser to Roosevelt gives- 
from personal contact- a series of profiles of contemporary politicos, national and local, 
major and minor. Here are men who had “something to teach about politics": Johnson, 
Pioneer reformer; Charles A. Beard- the educator who challenged orthodoxy; Al Smith, side- 
walk statesman; Hoover; F.D.R.- the love affair is over; Wilkie; Dewey- the "real tragedy 
of 1948"; Garner, Wallace, Farley, Will Hays, Flynn, Felix Frankfurter, Jimmy Walker, 

Huey Long, etc. etc. Some crisp career histories- if the estimates are open to argument. 


October 21 


Meck, Edward Clarence Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
PETER COOPER: Citizen of New York $5.00 


Peter Cooper, businessman and philanthropist, one of the group of self-made 
millionaires who started the great business ball rolling in the 1820's, is an American 
not only of his times but of all time-- embodying the best in American tradition. The 

e biographer tells his story appealingly- a first rate American success story. Cooper was 
born within three years of the birth of his country. His uncertain wandering boyhood 

years, his frugal ways, his business sagacity, his early trials as wage earner, his ulti- 

mate success when he started his glue factory and built up his business with manifold 
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ramifications. He rode high on the business boom of the ‘20's, and by 1830 was known as 
philanthropist and educator, the seed sown for Cooper Union. The chapter on his relation 
to the issue of the Atlantic cable is worth the price of the book. He lived until 1883, 


dying 92 years young. Notes and bibliography. 


October 24 


Viking 


White, Morton G. 
SOCIAL THOUGHT IN AMERICA $3.50 





A thoughtful, scholarly study of the philosophical foundations of 20th century 
liberal thought. The author, assistant professor of philosophy at Harvard here traces 
the intellectual pattern of the early 20th century with its beginnings in the late 19th 
century, & pattern made up of pragmatism, legal realism, institutionalism, economic de- 
terminism, the “new history” - these ideas traced through the work of the men responsible 
for them:- John Dewey, Thorstein Veblen, Justice Holmes, Charles A. Beard, James Harvey 
Robinson. He feels that the revolt against formalism led to the development of two im- 
portant positive trends:- historicism (or the use of the past to explain the present) and 
cultural organicism (the interrelationship of the social science). He shows the relation- 
ship of the five men to each other and to other forces, and ends his study with the early 
1930's which he feels was close to this era. Of interest primarily to the student. 


—Osteber-25- 


\onreww de o | 
Simon & Schuster 


MODERN ARMS AND FREEDOM Cleth $3760- 50 
Rom prusy F#/.00 
* The clearest approach yet- for the layman- to the problems created and solved 
by the tremendous advancement of science during the past 50 years in the conduct of war. 
The author was a leading scientist during World War II, and here summarizes the latest 
developments in all media,- air, sea, land, undersea, in terms easy for any reader to 
understand and fascinating for many. He does not deal in technical terms, mathematical 
formulae, scientific terminology, but he writes of radar, proximity fuses, explosives, 
jet propulsion, submarine and anti-submarine warfare, chemical and biological warfare, 
and so on. His intellectual comparison of dictatorship vs. democracy, his reasons why 
an anti-democratic system cannot explore science to the full, his suggestions for educa- 
tion and planning make challenging reading. Not limited to the usual audience for such 


data. 


Bush, Vannevar 


October 27 


Phillips, Cabell- /d. Doubleday 
DATELINE: WASHINGTON $4.00 


This is more than the history of the national press club in Washington, it is 
@ book essential to newspaper workers and public understanding of the developments of the 
democratic press. Mr. Kroch’s Introduction is followed by chapters contributed by lead- 
ers in the field:- Duncan Aikman traces the rise of political reporting from 1800 to 1900; 
Scott Hard and Junius B. Wood begin the story of the National Press Club, the development 
of the techniques of news gathering, the news conference; Theodore F. Koop tells the story 
of radio news casting; ensuing chapters record the financial contortions which ended in 
building the Press Building; Homer Dodge recounts the rise of the business reporter; the 
story of the trials of the newspaper photographer forms one chapter, government press 
releases another; the columnists, the diplomatic correspondent, the life of the newsman 
in Washington pressures and a chapter on censorship by George Creek add other facets to 
an interesting, well-rounded picture. For that market- professional and lay- interested 
in behind the scenes in the press. 
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| the Karigs Rinehart 
4 THE PIG IN THE PARLOR $2.50 


The Karigs, Walter, his wife- Eleanor, his daughters- Patricia and Keating, and 
Patty's children- Alexis and Robin take turns in telling entertainingly, fondly but never 
| fatuously about the many different animals in their nousehold. These have included some 
fifteen dogs, ducks, horses, goats, skinks, salamanders, crawfish, canaries and an Austra- 
lian budgergah (lovebird); rabbits- a paying venture which paid out- not in; a skunk; a 
donkey; a pig who craved companionship; crickets, and their favorite Siamese cats. A 
friendly family solidarity here, a genuine feeling and respect for their pets- qualified 
by their limitations, and some advice makes this an appealing account. 





October 28 


Koll, Irvin S., M.D. : Ziff -Davis 
HOW TO STAY HEALTHY $2.75 


Some informative and preventative points substituting for the apple a day ina 
book on how your body works, and how to keep it in working order. Here are the basic 
facts about your digestion, kidneys, circulatory system, reproductive organs, glands, 
eyes, ears, nose, teeth, feet, hair; about the proper diet; overweight, exercise; sleep, 
heredity; aging; fears and worries; and the essentials of sound home care and periodic 
medical consultation... Elementary, cautionary. 


October 31 


2 Karig, Harris & Manson Rinehart 


BATTLE REPORT V $5.00 \/ 
Victory in the Pacific 


The final volume in the popular war history, paralleling and complementing the 
detailed operational history compiled by Morison. In the final terrific months of war, 
much that was most dramatic in its pattern came to completion,- the return to the Philip- 
pines, with all its many facets, battles, discouragements and successes; the unexpected 
onslaught of the “Kamikaze”; Iwo Jima, Okinawa, the Admiralties, the South China Sea sweep, 
the bombing of the Japanese home islands, fast carrier force action, submarine warfare, 
the little know Borneo campaign, the establishment of weather stations in China, the grand 
finale in Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and capitulation. A masterly summary with enough of news 
value, enough of anecdotal and. human interest, to add color, drama, motion to the record 
of history. 


Lawrence, Marjorie Appleton-Century-Crofts 
INTERRUPTED MELODY $3.50 


Few literary marks, but a life-story deserving tribute is that of Marjorie Law- 
rence and her obstacle race to become a dramatic soprano of international stature. Aus- 
tralian homestead born and reared, Marjorie determined at a young age to sing profession- 
ally, overcame the opposition of her parents, and eventually went from Melbourne to Paris 
to study. There, with little money, and eventually cut off by her family, she finished 

e her training, made her debut at Monte Carlo, followed through to the Paris Opera and even- 
tually the Met. At the heighth of her success, she met her “Angel”, Dr. Thomas King, 
married him and left for Mexico where she came down with infantile paralysis. This fol- 
lows her obstinate fight not to forfeit her career, the eventual recovery of her voice, 
the return to the concert stage, and then to opera and the final victory as she sang on 
her feet again... A dual interest here, musical and inspirational, for a definitely first 
person story. 
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A Batch of Cook Books 
October’ ? 


Tracy, Marian Viking 
COOKING UNDER PRESSURE $2.00 


* This- for pressure cooking- is as satisfactory a cookbook as the Tracy Casserole 
Cookery is for that facet of gastronomy. Even more satisfactory, perhaps, for the luxury 
angle is not involved (and I find Casserole Cookery not very budget geared). For the 
first time, a cookbook honestly states what pressure cookers will do - and do well- and 
where they fall down. (Most of us find this out by trial and error). As always ina 
Tracy book, there are new ideas,- I'm adopting immediately the use of stock instead of 
water in cooking vegetables, some of the new uses for cake mixes; I'm toying with her 
ideas of different types of legumes for variety; I've already tried custard made in 4 
pressure cooker and found it delicious. And I'm starting to save coffee tins for plum 
puddings, pressure cooked. The best.book in this particular field, with the added value 
of suggested menus, and the practical format of the companion volume. 


November 3 


Standen, Nika Doubleday 
THE ART OF CHEESE COOKERY $2/$2.50 


An uneven book. There's too much introduction on kinds of cheeses, history, etc. 
for the average cookbook addict. Perhaps the cheese expert and gourmets of sorts would 
like to know all included here. The cheese charts are excellent and practical, and the 
information on refrigerating and keeping cheeses is much of it important- for most cooks, 
news. The recipes go from hors d‘oeuvres through the obvious soups, entrees, sauces, 
snacks, omlettes, souffles, cheese with pasta, with fish, with meat, with vegetables, in 
salads, and as spreads. The section on cottage cheese recipes is a new factor. Lots of 
good suggestions and recipes that seem easy to use. 


Staff of the THE BROWN DERBY COOKBOOK Doubleday 
Brown Derby Restaurants $3.00 


The famous Los Angeles Brown Derby was started as a glorified chili parlor in 
1926. Here is its story, the record of its mushroom growth, of the personalities associ- 
ated with it, of the stunts which were pulled. For the movie world reading public, this 
part of the book is a natural. How much that market will gear with those interested in 
the cookbook aspects is a moot question. Bits about screen stars, their selection of spe- 
cialties of the house, their choices of ways to prepare various dishes makes it a chatty, 
gossipy sort of cookbook throughout. For practical home use, the recipes themselves are 
of uneven value, the quantities (usually but not always indicated) are large for family 
use. There are a great many California specialties. And the general overall is masculine 
taste. 750 dishes. Illustrated with 40 line drawings. 


Kirkland, Alexander Doubleday 
RECTOR'S NAUGHTY NINETIES COOKBOOK 1, | 220 $400, 


This too is a combination of text to read and text to use, as the story of the 
Rectors, Senior and Junior provides a rather flippant biographical introduction, studded 
with names famous in the annals of New York society, theatre and the arts. Rector's files 
included several thousand recipes; 500 have been selected with focus on dishes famous in 
the '90's. (Some surprises here,- tomato cocktail and creme Vichysoisse so long ago?) As 
a practical home cookbook, it is of doubtful value. As a curiosity- and a stimulant to 
lagging imagination in the restaurant field, it should be popular. It certainly would not 
appeal to the budget minded housewife, with the lavish use of expensive ingredients. But 
it should provide gustatory conversation, and the photographs and drawings (by Bob Cato) 
will make a plus sale item. 
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November 23 










McCarthy, Marguerite Gilbert Little, Brown-AMP 
AUNT ELLA'S COOK BOOK $ 3-00 














This falls quite definitely into two parts,- the first, nostalgic reminiscences 
of a country kitchen, of endless supplies of thick country cream, plenty of fresh eggs, an 
old fashioned range, and equipment that gives today's inadequacies of space another black 
mark. As for the time element- well, few lives offer the available hours Aunt Ella seemed 
to delight in spending in her sunny farm kitchen. Her results sound alluring- but oh so 
fattening... The second part is the text of Aunt Ella's cookbook. I found myself dipping 
back into the opening section to make sure this, that or the other could be found among 
the recipes. They are all there, from soups and breads, to pickles, relishes, sweets, 
drinks, and household hints that are actually different. 




































November 1 


Carhart, Arthur H. Macmillan 
FISHING IS FUN $1.95 


Barnes published Carhart's Fresh Water Fishing this year (see report P. 264). 
Now comes this excellent first book for aspiring fishermen. The facts are here, the lore, 
the data on basic classes of fish (game fish, forage fish, rough fish). There is discuss- 
ion of types of water and its bearing on fishing; tackle and how to handle it; overhead 
casting by dry land practice; application of techniques on water; lake lore; stream lore; 
and conservation as the sportsman's responsibility. Good for plus sale with boys. 


MacDonald, Alexander Macmillan 
BANGKOK EDITOR $3.50 





* A three year account, 1946-1949, of a newspaperman who instead of following or- 
der to go to Washington, got out of the Navy in the Philippines, and returned to Bangkok 
to start a newspaper, The Post. Here presented are not only the attendant difficulties in 
setting up and running a paper in Siam, but also the extremely involved politics resulting 
from the death of the King just before his newssheet got under way. For the mystery fol- 
lowed through a coup d’etat in 1947 and was revived again in 1948, and insofar as the 4au- 
thor is concerned is still a mystery. While Siamese internal- and external~ politics are 
a large part of the book, the human interest is in the actual organization of the paper, 
the issues in which they were involved, and the ways in which news was gathered, censored, 
authenticated and printed. There are publishing stories to make Horace Greeley roll in 
his grave, there are characters, saints and sinners, and there is the final decision to 
stick with the country he loves even when the 1949 threats are ominous. A current events 
account which offers light on a little known country in an intimate manner. 


Haggin, B.H. Wm. Sloane 
MUSIC IN THE NATION $5.00 


Haggin has been off and on for twenty years music critic for the liberal weekly, 

The Nation. During that time his reviews have been characterized by a sharp-spoken, bub- 
ble-bursting, occasionally opinionated forthrightness that has won friends and enemies. 
In this collection of 100 odd reviews, from 1940 onwards, he uses his whole arsenal on a 
large array of musical subjects. He dislikes- and documents his dislikes- the commercial- 
ism of radio music, the venality of the trusts, the art for money's sake approach of the 

e record companies, the sugary interpretations of Stokowski, the unimaginative directorship 

: of the Philharmonic and the Met. He dislikes, mildly, most music critics, and specifically 

Chotzinoff and Deems Taylor, the music of Shostakovich, and many musicians. He likes 4 
select few. By and large an interesting stimulating, varied collection. Indexed. 





| 
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November 3 


Cuppy, Will Rinehart 
HOW TO ATTRACT THE WOMBAT $2.75 


Short pieces, old and new, concerned with animal life from the bee to the great 
ant eater- and of course the wombat. Nature-cum-humor, with the stress on a neat trick- 
they are not necessarily factual though they are equally not untrue. While some good 
laughts are to be had, now and again, Cuppy's timing “aint what it used to be"- space be- 
tween is overlong. His style is light, easy, fluent, casually intimate, with a loose- 
wristed twist. But the humor lies more in the sub-heads than in the reading matter- 
Mammals for Beginners, Octopuses and Those Things, Insects for Everybody, Birds Who Cant 
Sing and Know itt. Will sell- in moderate quantity- to those who bank on the author’s name. 


Freeman, Don Rinehart 
COME ONE, COME ALL i $3.50 


* This, on the other hand, is delightful light reading, and original sort of auto- 
biography as well. Freeman, whose color drawings for Thurber's The Waite Deer and oar- 
toons and humorous sketches for many periodicals are familiar to all, here tells his own 
success story. Beginning in Chula Vista, a place “designed for kids to stub their toes 
on", he dreamed of New York, while the daily round, under the aegis of his guardian, sup- 
plies material for humorous recall. Then he achieved his goal- New York. Earning a pre- 
carious living as a jazz band musician, he put himself through art school, and got his 
first big break with drawings sold to the Sunday theatre sections. Through this his life 
became entangled in theatre, and theatre personalities weave through the pages of his book, 
- Bette Davis, George Gershwin, Orson Welles. These side glances are neatly packaged, and 
at times the story has bubbling humor, at times nostalgia. Nor does it lack for incident 
and interest, crisp and breezy in style, with something of the Benchley type of humor. 
Good fun. 


Warshaw, Leon J., M.D. ; : Rinehart _ 
MALARIA: The Biography of a Killer $3.75 57 


No. One killer is the villain of Dr. Warshaw's exhaustive history. He opens with 
a vivid description of the disease,- symptoms, types, effects; then traces his course 
through history. From Alexander the Great, Alaric, Belisarius, Cesare Borgia and Colun- 
bus, malaria was more disastrous than a human foe. Not only history, but literature and 
art have been shaped by malaria. He brings its story through such dramatic highlights as 
the Panama Canal battle, up to the recent World War. He studies the work of doctors and 
scientists. Occasionally he is technical in medical terms, but never obscure in the 
story he tells. And the market will appeal to medical and non-medical readers alike. 


wt 
November/7 1/ %3/ $0 
Korngold, Ralph Little, Brown 
TWO FRIENDS OF MAN $5.00 


* William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips fought the Civil War long before 
Fort Sumter, and in the dark years leading up to the formation of the Abolitionist party, 
bore the brunt of danger and anguish. This is their story, a story that throws light on 
the whole pre-war period. Garrison, son of a drunken sailor; Phillips, the aristocrat, 
both gave their lives for a principle. Garrison stoad like a rock in the early days, 
hooted, beaten, despised. Phillips braved the storm of the slave owners later, and beg- 
gared himself in the cause. “Brothers in Arms" at first, they came to a parting of the 
ways, but were eventually conciliated. Phillips’ triumph after the war was not shared by 
Garrison; but Garrison had his triumph in the international field. When each one died, 
what Korngold states of Phillips could have been said of Garrison as well: “If during 
his lifetime opinion about him had been divided, at his death there was virtual unanimity 
that the country had lost one of its greatest men.” Thrilling- conscientiously written- 
of interest to students of the period, to those who enjoy psychological biography. Well 
documented. 
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November 7 


Carmer, Carl Wm. Sloane 
DARK TREES TO THE WIND $4.00 


This has more autobiographical material than Carmer's earlier regional books 
(Stars Fell on Alabama and Listen for a Lonesome Drum) - for here he has returned to that 
part of York state he knows best,- Albion. Oswego, Onondaga, the Finger lakes district, 
the Genesee Valley - central New York to those who know it only in transit. Read as folk 
lore and legend, it has an extraordinary blend of past and present, so that one feels in 
reading almost a part of legend in the making. Read as autobiography it has a quality of 
contributing to intimacy with the writer by sharing with him the background of place and 
people which contributed to his development. Again and again, his life- at some point or 
other- touched the lives of those whose stories he tells. For example, the incredible 
career of Lon Whiteman, swindler on a grand scale, has a more human quality because to the 
boy Carl, there was something of the hero in Lon, local character gone bad. Read as his- 
tory, the stories fit into a jigsaw puzzle of Indian wars, exploration, opening of new 
frontiers, beginnings of movements- religious and metaphysical, sanctuary to refugees, 
whether Negroes from the slave South or Canadians during the period of Civil strife, and 
so on. Read as story, it bears rich harvest for those interested in human documents, 
yarns and tall tales. One hasn't the sense of discovery that Stars Fell on Alabama gave; 
nor of gainful knowledge of a half-lknown region in Listen for a Lonesome Drum. But there 
is, perhaps, a more intimate and personal flavor than in either of the others, for those 
who are Carmer fans. And for York staters, it is a natural. Illustrated by John O'Hara 
Cosgrave, II. 


Grossman, James Wm. Sloane 
JAMES FENIMORE COOPER $3.50 


The American Men of Letters Series continues to sustain a high degree of excel- 
lence, individually and collectively, with each additional volume. This biography of 
Cooper is, perhaps for the first time, the "whole story of the whole man”- a man much 
more than the author of the Leather Stocking Tales which familiarized a whole generation, 
and many of their successors, with the region around Cooperstown and Central New York of 
which Carmer writes in the book reviewed above. The author tells of Cooper's boyhood, of 
his years at sea, of the town which his father founded and where he grew up, of his writ- 
ing, his enormous success - particularly abroad where he was one of the few American 
writers then accepted - and of his growing disfavor as he quarreled with the press and the 
critics, refused to knuckle down to the public, and told unpalatable truths as he saw 
them. Interwoven with his life is the detailed study of his work, thirty two novels and 
@ dozen other books,- the Leather Stocking Tales, the sea stories, accounts of European 
travel, the controversial naval history, protest writings, etc. Thoroughly documented, 
competent presentation, readable text. 


November 9 


Priestley, J.B. Harper 
DELIGHT $2.50 


Priestley confesses to having built up a reputation for crabbing and grumbling, 
and this is his apology, a collection of small pieces on the delights of life, positive 
and negative delights, tributes to small joys, appreciations of things he does not have 
to do, and so on. A glance down the Table of Contents suggests the inclusion - the type 
of things covered (detective stories in bed, meeting a friend, the Marx Brothers, smoking 
in a hot bath, suddenly doing nothing, discovering Vermeer, making stew, buying books, and 
so on). But dip into it here and there for the savor of the writing, the shared sense of 
knowing the author better, the chuckles at bits of humor, the delight in the appreciation 
and its expression. Perfect pick-up reading, for guest room table and reading in bed. 
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4 - an 
November 9 “| 
White, E.B. Harper 
HERE IS NEW YORK $1.00 


Only White could crystallize the New York he loves, the New York he hates, the 
New York phenomens-unique-unparalleled, a composite of neighborhood units the visitor 
never sees, "One World” in microcosm. He sees its occupants in three categories,- the 
born New Yorkers who take it for granted- but wouldn't be elsewhere; the commuters- in 
and out, rooted nowhere: those who came to New York questing. These desperate factors 
account for the high tensions, the achievements, the changes in tempo and temper. And 
now there is injected a new element, by way of making New York the capital of the world... 
Reissue in small book form of an article. Plus sale item, but @ minor White item. 


November 10 


Doubleday 


Strong, Anna Louise 
THE CHINESE CONQUER CHINA $3.00 
This book answers - from one point of view~ many of the questions we are asking 
about China today. Anna Louise Strong is unequivocally on the side of the Communists, but 
wholly convinced that- perhaps alone - the Chinese Reds are not Moscow bossed. And she 
analyzes- step by step- the historical factors, the social, economic, political, and most 
of all the human factors that persuade her to this belief. She acknowledges that the long 
frontier in common with the USSR makes for common interests in peace and prosperity. If 
the choice of friendship has to be made between the USSR and the Western World, the West- 
ern world will lose the toss. But she does not feel that choice is necessary; Mao Tze-tung 
thinks no foreign ally is needed, no source of policy or orders will be sanctioned, today 
or tomorrow. So much for the conclusions. Now for the supporting evidence, which in the 
overall gives the reader a heartening picture of the new China. The leader of the Chinese 
Communists, Mao, has the confidence of the people and the qualities of leadership. His 
victories are based on careful study of the sources of political power, and while some of 
the thinking follows the Russian methods, the conditions are different, the results dif- 
ferent. Mao's books, New Democracy which is the turning point of China's revolutionary 
thinking, and The Chinese Revolution and the Communist Party of Chinawhich details the 
immediate aims and the long range plans, sustain this view. Miss Strong sketches the 
historical development, the Japanese war- at the end of which Chiang’s role had become 
virtually that of an inland war lord. She discusses the attempts made by America to ar- 
rive at cooperation- and Chiang’s betrayals. She surveys the political strategy, the 
working together of the young intellectuals - the peasants- the industrial workers; she 
feels that the two biggest achievements of the last twelve years of struggle are the form 
of democratic government arrived at and the development of production against terrific 
odds. The focal problem of taxes and how it is being met is one of the revealing bits, 
while the rest of the economic policy and its very individual character makes one of the 
most important aspects of the book. China - behind the advancing forces of liberation- 
and she makes you feel that is what it is - is building a new society, a people's China. 
The anomaly of peaceful occupation, such as much of it has proved to be, bears witness 
that Chiang's government is not acceptable to the people. And that our interests lie- 
politically, economically, humanly, on the side of the people. We have lost ground im- 
measureably in reenforcing, in vain, the forces of reaction and tyranny. We have given 
the USSR an inside track (which they do not seem to be using, however). But we have 
some reservoir of goodwill and the chance still lies in our hands. The future of China 
is the Chinese peoples. All the evidence marshalled here bears witness. Bias in favor 
of the Chinese Communists may make some discounting of achievements and goals necessary, 
but the evidence is strong. And the book is challenging reading. An important contribu- 
tion to our knowledge of the Far East. 
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Gutheim, Frederick Rinehart 
THE POTOMAC $4.00 


40th volume in the Rivers of America, this tells the story of the Potomac, ris- 
ing in the Appalachians, flowing along the line between Maryland and Virginia, emptying 
into Chesapeake Bay. This volume has less history as such, more of the flavor and at- 
mosphere of people and places. It begins with the raw new capital to which John Adams 
came in 1800, goes back over the story of early settlers, sea captains, traders, Indians, 
the Tidewater planters and their society, the Valley farmers, the river route to the West, 
and the opening up with canals and the railroads; the Civil War; commerce and industry, 
etc. Then the story returns again to the infant city, the planning and achievements, the 
extension of government activities after the Civil War, recent building and development, 
pen portraits of life in Washington at different periods. More general in reader inter- 
est than some of the more sharply regional volumes. | 


Howe, Quincy Simon & Schuster 
A WORLD HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES: Vol. I $5.00 


The start of a proposed three volume history of our times augurs well for the 
quality of journalism-cum-history Quincy Howe can give us. His brilliant Introduction 
states the basis on which his history is conceived. The first volume, while highlighting 
the world figures he has chosen as his symbols,- Sun Yat-sen, Wilson and Lenin, is much 
broader in scope than this would indicate. He gives the first part over to an analysis 
of the overall picture at the opening of the new cenvery. He proceeds to explore the 
dominant historical, political and intellectual factors, the changing pattern of history 
in thefirst decade of the new ora, power politics in new guise, new elements of unrest 
and revolution below the crust, the shifts in world power and the factors behind them, 
the conditions of anarchy that failed to prepare most of Europe for the war that was in 
the making. He analyzes in the next part the First World War, building up to 1918 - with 
Wilson and Lenin emerging, world statesmen as world messiahs, each convinced as the year 
came to an end, that he had made the world safe- the one for democracy, the other for 
communism. An exciting book, which students and the average reader alike will find im- 
portant as a synthesis of our own times. : 


Peattie, Roderick- Ld. Vanguard 
THE CASCADES $5.00 


In the American Mountain Series,this collaboration- by natives and devotees- 
combines points of regional, natural history and sporting interest. Our last mountain 
frontier, the Cascades are a cult to many, and those would like to know more about this 
wild, harsh, powerful country will here learn about its ranges, volcanoes, national 
parks; the three distinct provinces; the forests and trees, flowers, shrubs and birds; 
the logging and mining industries; and the fishing, mountain climbing and skiing offered. 
An informative introduction to this region which carries also enthusiasm. 


November 16 


Members of the Overseas Dutton 
Press Club MEN YHO MAKE YOUR WORLD $3.50 


The contributors to Deadline Delayed, As We See Russta, combine in a series of 
personal and political profiles of the men who are making contemporary history. Among 
them are Truman, Dean Acheson, MacArthur; the atom bomb’s Robert Oppenheimer, ECA's Paul 
Hoffman, labor's Walter Reuther; from Russia, Stalin, Molotov and the Soviet's minister 
of fear- Beria; Paul-Henri Spakk, Europe's ablest statesman and most indefatigable worker 
for European unity; the unexciting, unexcitable Attlee- and his counterpart, Churchill; 
De Gaulle, Pope Pius XII, Franco, Portugal's shy Salezar, Peron, Chaim Weizmann, Nehru, 
Smuts, Abdullah, these among others in a lineup of current international figures, with 
an intelligent interpretation of their political stance and significance. 
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- Dodge, David Random House 
THE CRAZY GLASSPECKER $2.75 


* Further (How Lost Was My Weekend, etc.) in the precarious, quixotic, offbeat ex- 
periences of the Dodges- David, Elva, and Kendall- seven, in South America, when- insol- 
vent again- they find themselves in Arequipa, Peru. A bargain-basement Garden of Allah, 
Arequipa is fabulously cheap, the Dodges settle down to build up 4 backlog in a house with 
no furniture except apple boxes- and 4 crazy glasspecker. Against a backdrop of the glory 
that once was the Inca civilization, there is the poverty and ignorance of the natives, 
the aridity of the land. And for the Dodges, there is a fairly strenuous initiation into 
carnival, a fiesta at La Paz, coca chewing in the mines, a trip down the Amazon, earth- 
quakes and revolutions, and the almost deily deadend in red tape... A fast and funny ac- 
count which takes on a new territory with all the old bounce of its predecéssors. 


November 21 


Stevens, Alden & Marion Little, Brown 
THE STEVENS AMERICA:A Guide to the U.S. $5.00 


In one volume this is sort of an up-to-date Blue Book to American motoring, 
though cognizance is given to air routes, train routes, bus routes. The book is built 
around 28 trans-American tours, the fastest routes, the intermediate points, detours and 
alternates. Facts are succinctly presented about each state speed limits, liquor regula- 
tions, basic industries, etc. Under cities and towns, there is information on population, 
altitude, transportation facilities, main hotels (listed not necessarily recommended), 
tourist courts, radio station for best car reception (a new item), historical sites, 
events of interest with dates, etc. An index for locating specific city, state, park,etc., 
a route finder, and paper maps, tips on travel, on saving money, on driving in different 
kinds of terrain- all contribute to an excellent coverage. 


November 22 


Boatright, Mody C. Macmillan 
FOLK LAUGHTER ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER $3.50 


By a Professor at the University of Texas, and drawn from contemporary source 
material, this is an appraisal of frontier humor, its techniques and its targets, its 
ideas and its idiom. Here, in a roundup of anecdotes, tales, jokes, is the art of tall 
lying at its tallest; its impulse, whether braggarts or backwoods belles (homely and 
doughty), the inelegance of manners (primarily inquisitiveness and tobacco chewing), the 
country and the climate, the law and the gospel, or the pleasures of “loading” the green- 
horn. The illustrations recapture all that is rowdy, natural, direct, and indigenously 
funny in this type of humor and the book offers both immediate pleasure as well as per- 


manent regional value. 
November 23 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown (AMP) 
THE STRUGGLE FOR GUADALCANAL $6.00 


Guadalcanal and the Solomons represent in the Pacific war, six major naval en- 
gagements in four months, some fifty ship to ship and air-sea fights, numerous pitched 
battles, and a slugging hodgepodge of horror and discomfort. In part it was a demonstra- 
tion of the relatively new science of amphibious warfare. It left a record of defeat-and 
of comeback. The story is told- as in previous volumes of this extraordinary close-up 
official naval history- through individual records, official papers (American and Japan- 
ese), interview, etc. The five Savo Island battles are now given their official titles, - 
Savo Island, Eastern Solomons, Cape Esperance, Santa Cruz Island, Tassafaronga; this is 
their story. In addition there's the story of the weeks on Guadalcanal, the battle for 
Henderson Field, the building and holding of Munda- and the finale, in secret Japanese 
evacuation. 
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2 Rose, Arnold J. University of Minnesota 
THE NEGRO'S MORALE $2.50 


A sociological study, which analyzes the Negro from the point of view of group 
identification in its two manifestations, race protest and race pride. These patterns 
are traced from the days of slavery on to the gradual phases of Negro betterment, from 
the time when Booker T. Washington was the single spokesman of his race to the formation 
of the NAACP, the Urban League, etc. The new economic opportunities ushered in by the 
World War, the migrations, the protest movements, the various divisive factors within 
the race- the self-hatred as well as the hatred of the whites, and the position of the 
Negro today and the unanimity of what he wants. A well-sourced, well-coordinated probe, 
with an extensive bibliography. Too bad it comes into a saturated-therefore-slow market. 





aa 


Announcing for Nevember?? / 4H / $C 


Horkheimer, Max- &d. | Harper 
THE AUTHORITARIAN PERSONALITY $7.50 


Another in the series,Studtes in Prejudice, this is the most specialized, scien- 
tific in this group and is a highly clinical investigation of the rise of the “authoritar- 
ian personality", the potential fascist, threatening the individualistic, democratic type. 
The Berkeley Public Opinion Study has contributed much of the casework on which the study 
is based. For psycho-sociological reference and background. 


Wecter, Dixon- Fd. Harper 
THE LOVE LETTERS OF MARK TWAIN |! /7 $5.00 


The record of thirty five years of courtship and marriage, of an abiding devo- 
tion, @ closeness of spirit which has never before been so clearly demonstrated as in 
these letters of Samuel Clemens to his wife, and lifelong sweetheart, Olivia. The letters, 
with the brief editorial comments, serve to throw light on various phases of Mark Twain's 
checkered career and tumultuous disposition. They reflect the heights and disappoint- 
ments. There is enough of his writing- his lecturing- his travels to tie in with other 
biographical and autobiographical records, but primarily this is an intimate picture of 
the relationship with an adored wife, and the close family bond with his daughters, Susy, 
Clara and Jean...Special edition, with the much publicized autographed fly sheet (about 
150) is already oversubscribed. 


Grange, Wallace Byron “Sage Scribner 
THE WAY TO GAME ABUNDANCE “| / 1 $6.00 


The market for this ties in closely with Bobwhites on The Rise (see P. 524) for 
this too deals with the new science of game management. The author explores the secrets 
of wildlife existence, the natural laws of population, the fundamental facts which must 
be known before the facts of game management can be understood. He goes into the bio- 
logical and environment backgrounds, the variety in animal patterns, the activity cycles, 
the problems of home range, geographic range, predation, disease cycles, effect of en- 
croaching civilization, natural propagation. He illustrates his points by reference to 
specific examples (snowshoe rabbit, grouse, deer, quail, etc.) He suggests the applica- 
tion of the knowledge of game cycles to such things as burning techniques, logging, food 
strip cultivation, grazing, farm practices. He discusses briefly, parallel conditions in 

e aquatic game abundance. An overall picture in a special field. 
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Goren, Charles H. Simon & Schuster 
POINT COUNT BIDDING IN CONTRACT BRIDGE $1.00-paper 


A presentation of Goren's relatively new method of evaluating your bridge hand, 
this is not a system- but a simplified approach which offers both greater refinement and 
reliability (there is a total potential of forty points). Ample demonstration of bidding, 
and responses, will enable the convert to put this into practice. 


November 7? 


Berkeley, Edmund C. John Wiley & Sons 
GIANT BRAINS or Machines That Think $4.00 


This is more properly an announcement of this title, since this word and diagram 
description of mechanical brains is too technical for us to assess. This tells of the 
various new machines which have been developed by the laboratories, the principles in- 
volved, their reliability, and their functions and limitations. These machines can calcu- 
late, remember, reason, store information, select and handle information and there is ad- 
ditional material on the new truth-calculators, robots, etc., which will be of great value 
in science and industry. This is of course for the scientifically initiated reader. 


A Half Dozen Late Arrivals 


Fox, Annette Baker Harcourt, Brace 
FREEDOM AND WELFARE IN THE CARIBBEAN $3.50 


The Caribbean area presents a depressing picture of a long record of trouble, 
unrest and backward social and economic and political development. Their wealth was long 
since stripped- what there was of it; they are now the direct responsibility of the mother 
countries,- the United States, Great Britain, France. The author's concern seems to be 
more specifically with the American and British islands, and she discusses the overall 
problems under specific headings- education, housing, working conditions, social structure, 
political activities, finance- rather than dealing with each of the Caribbean islands as a 
unit. First hand experience and investigation, heavily documented with facts and figures, 
indicate that the situation is a disgrace to the powers, that it provides soil for growth 
and breeding of Communism, and that a solution lies in the transfer of kmowledge and 
skills rather than goods, to make the peoples self-sustaining. Easy reading and revealing. 
One of the projects done under the Yale Institute of International Studies. (9/22) 


Altena, J.Q. van Regteren Harper 
DUTCH MASTER DRAWINGS OF THE 17th CENTURY $2.50 


Another in the Master Drawings series of the Harper Art Library- a fine piece 
of book making, and a contribution to our knowledge in a field of art where a few names 
(Rembrandt, Hals,Vermeer, etc.) are known chiefly through other media. There are repro- 
ductions of some 57 drawings, including distinctive work by lesser lights as well as 
these masters. There is an introductory historical and biographical sketch, and dis- 
cussion - paragraph by paragraph- of the individual drawings, notes on plates, and im- 
portance of the medium in the 17th century- and today, for its revelation of a phase of 
the life. (9/21) 
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Campbell, John C. Harper 
THE UNITED STATES IN WORLD AFFAIRS: 1948-1949 $5.00 


This third volume in the post-war series covers twelve months from the Spring 
of 1948 to the Spring of 1949 - an issue of the Council of Foreign Affairs,and is valuable 
as contemporary record of American foreign policy. These were critical months of the 
“cold war"- months which saw important developments in the European recovery program, in 
the Palestine situation, in Benelux, United Nations, in the Far East. The Bogota Confer- 
ence belongs here - the months of the Berlin blockade and the air lift, both factors in 
larger issues. This is not an opinion book, but a record of events, leaning toward topi- 
cal rather than analytical treatment. An annual important for reference. (Publ. ) 


Hughes, G. Bernard Scribner 
COLLECTING ANTIQUES $3475 
12.40 
This emphasizes rather sharply the difference in the point of view of the aver- 
age collector in England, in the United States, implicitly, only, and by comparison with 
parallel books for collectors of antiques here. Here is the British approach - more 
scholarly, more specific in the handling of individual topics, more concerned with funda- 
mental values, less easily satisfied with period significance and more insistent on brack- 
eting items for the best of their kind. To illustrate what I mean, take the chapter on 
lustre. In itself a more exhaustive treatment of the subject than found elsewhere, this 
further elucidates the values of lustre at the level of tones - weight - relative import- 
ance, from the collector's angle of silver as against copper, and so on. The subject mat- 
ter breaks down into metals, textiles, ceramics, pictures, wood, glass, etc. There's 
important data by which to recognize the genuine, there are tests of value, there is use- 
ful information on things rarely found,- old English maps, Toby jugs, miniatures, sil- 
houettes, papier mache, fans, picture pot lids, willow ware. Practically nothing on 
furniture (which the title does not indicate). An essential book for the collector shelf, 
and a handbook for individuals who are interested in collecting English antiques, off the 
beaten track. Wonderful value at this price. (Publ.) 


Powell, Anthony-/d. Scribner 
BRIEF LIVES AND OTHER SELECTED WRITINGS BY JOHN AUBREY $4.00 


An important 17th century figure, as significant in his way as Pepys or Evelyn, 
though perhaps not so much a mirror of society. This Cresset Library edition of his 
works includes the majority of his 400 lives, arranged to be read as literature (as bi- 
ography they deal with personalities remote from present day interest). The volume in- 
cludes material from other writings. The editor has contributed a biographical summary, 
an outline of his character and career, and an explanation of the basis of selection and 
the degree of editing. Specialized market for students of period. (Publ. ) 


Smith, Goldwin Scribner 
A HISTORY OF ENGLAND $6.75 


This is an extraordinary achievement - a one volume history of England which 
sustains a lively pace, and maintains proper perspective in showing the direction, 
strength and significance of major forces and trends, of the ideas behind the events, 
and the reasons why men acted as they did. There's a broad range view throughout. At 
times one misses the inclusion of myth and legend which have become integral to our 
reading of English history; one misses the color and drama of anecdote. But the purpose 
of the author is achieved. We see England and her history as a whole, in itself a tre- 
mendous drama. We get a sense of balance, of growth. What's more important to its sales 
“and distribution value, it is readable, fluent, lively. The publishers have made a book 
easy to handle, and given it type format easy to read. An excellent book for private 
libraries, where extensive and detailed treatments of England's history cannot be given 
due space. A book to own. (Publ.) 
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September 15, 1949 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Spong, Richard- SEE IF HE WINS- definite date 10/14 (William Sloane) 
White, Leslie- THE SCIENCE OF CULTURE- definite date 9/22 (Farrar, Straus) 
Moravia, A.- THE WOMAN OF ROME- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Farrar, Straus) 
Reik, Theodor- FRAGMENT OF A GREAT CONFESSION- from 10/10 to 9/23 — 
Straus 
Cary, Joyce- THE HORSE'S MOUTH- postponed indefinitely- Book of the 
Month Club Reserve selection (Harper) 
Spence, Hartzell- HAPPILY EVER AFTER- price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Whittlesey) 
Arthur, J.K.- HOW TO MAKE A HOME BUSINESS PAY- from 9/26 to 10/24 
(Prentice-Hall) 
Gervasi, Frank- BIG GOVERNMENT- definite date 9/14. Price from $3.50 
to $4.00 (Whittlesey) 
Morehouse, Ward- MATINEE TOMORROW- from 9/29 to 10/7 (Whittlesey) 
Taylor, R.L.- W. C. FIELDS- from 10/3 to 10/13 (Doubleday) 
Roosevelt, Eleanor- THIS I REMEMBER- price from $5.00 to $4.50. November 
Book of the Month Club selection. (Harper) 
Pitkin, W.B.- ROAD TO A RICHER LIFE- from 9/22 to 10/20 (Ziff-Davis) 
Webster, P.- HOW TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME- price from $2.95 to $3.00 (Whittlesey) 
Fenner, P.- £d.- FEASTS AND FROLICS- definite date 9/19 (Knopf) 
Juta, Jan- LOOK OUT FOR THE OSTRICHES- from 9/19 to 10/17 (Knopf) 
Scoggins, M.- MORE CHUCKLEBAIT- from 9/19 to 10/17 (Knopf) 
Brickell, H.- Fd.- PRIZE STORIES OF 1949- from 10/6 to 10/13 (Doubleday) 
Hare, Cyril- THE WIND BLOWS DEATH- from 11/7 to 1/16 (Little, Brown) 
Mauldin, Bill- A SORT OF A SAGA- from 10/4 to 10/17 (Sloane) 
Horan, J.D.- DESPERATE MEN- from 10/6 to 10/21. Price from $3.50 to 
$4.00 (Putnam) 
Hunt, F. & R.- HORSES AND HEROBS- from 10/? to 11/? (Scribner) 
Clinchy, E.- A HANDBOOK OF HUMAN RELATIONS- price from $2.50 to $2.00 
(Farrar, Straus) 
Chute, Marchette- SHAKESPEARE OF LONDON- Book of the Month Club Reserve 
selection. (Dutton) 


Correctton: The Publishers beg to state that Mr. Lloyd Morris is very much elive. 





Our Apologies. (Page 503) 









